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Sec. 6-18. - County sign regulations.

(@) Purpose and intent. It is the purpose and intent of this section to:

(1) Protect the public health, safety, general welfare, and aesthetics of Wakulla County, Florida, by regulating and
limiting the existing and proposed posting, display, erection, use and maintenance of signs, billboards, and

other advertising structures within the county.

(2) Lessen hazardous situations, confusion and visual clutter caused by proliferation, improper placement,
illumination, animation and excessive height, area, and bulk of signs which compete for the attention of

pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

(3) Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication within Wakulla County for businesses,

organizations, and individuals.

(4) Encourage signs that are appropriate to the zoning district in which they are located and consistent with the

category of use to which they pertain.
(5) Minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property.
(6) Provide broadly for the expression of individual opinions and points of view.
(7) Itis not the intent of this section to regulate the content or viewpoint of any sign.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings unless the

context clearly requires otherwise:

"Back-to-back sign" means a sign consisting of two sign facings oriented in opposite directions with not more than one

face per sign facing.

"Banner" or "Flag" means a sign made of cloth, vinyl, or similar material and containing an emblem, advertisement, or

other message secured or mounted to a wall or pole which may allow movement by the atmosphere.
“Billboard" means an off-premise outdoor advertising sign larger than 32 square feet in size.

“"Bus stop sign" means a bus stop shelter built in such a manner as to advertise an establishment, merchandise, service

or entertainment.
"Department” means the department of planning and community development.,

“Digital display billboard" means a sign larger than 32 square feet in size without moving parts whose content may be
changed by electronic process through the use of intermittent light or lights, including light emitting diodes, liquid crystal

display and plasma screen images.

"Double-faced sign" means a sign with two adjacent faces oriented in the same direction not more than ten feet apart at

the nearest point between the two sign faces.
"Face" means that portion of a sign upon which advertising is affixed or painted and is visible in one direction at a time.

"Freestanding sign" means a sign erected on freestanding framework supported and affixed by one or more uprights or

braces in or upon the ground.

"Multiple-faced sign" means a sign comprised of sections which rotate to display a series of advertisements, each
advertisement displayed for at least six seconds continuously without movement; and the duration of movement of

sections between advertisements not exceeding two seconds.

“Mural" means any combination of words or images executed directly on the surface of a building wall.
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“Non-conforming sign" means any sign lawfully in existence on the effective date of the ordinance from which the

particular provisions of this article rendering that sign no tonger in conformity with this article is derived.

*Official sign" means a sign erected by the county or another governmental agency or its designee setting forth

information as required of permitted under some provision of federal, state, or local law.

"Off-premise sign" means a sign, including the supporting structure, which is visible from a street or highway, the
content which is not descriptive of goods or services located on the premises or property at which the sign is located. This
includes billboards, bus stop signs, and other outdoor advertising. Off-premise signs shall not include official signs or on-
premise signs.

"On-premise sign" means a sign whose message and design relates to an individual business, profession, product,
service, event, or other commercial or noncommercial activity sold, offered, or conducted on the same property where the

sign is located.

"Portable sign" means a sign attached to a motorized vehicle, towed trailer, or on its own trailer, wheels, or otherwise,

which is designed to be transported from one place to another for the purpose of advertising.

"Projecting sign" means any sign which is directly attached and/or uses additional framing to securely attach the sign to

the wall of a building or structure.
"Roof-mounted sign" means a sign attached to the roof of a building.

"Sign" means a permanent or temporary device or structure which is used to inform, attract attention, or advertise, and
which may or may not include writing, pictorial representations, emblems, symbols, logos and flags, and which is readily

visible at the premises at which the device or structure is located.

"Sign holder" means a person, or mannequin not exceeding eight feet in height, used as an advertising device for a
commercial establishment by the wearing of a costume, insignia, or mask associated with a commercial establishment, or
by holding or waving a sigh with a commercial message or a device with moving parts intended to attract attention to a

commercial establishment.

"Snipe sign" means a sign of any material attached to or painted on a utility pole, tree, shrub, fence post or other similar

object, located on public or private property.

“Temporary sign" means a sign not intended for permanent installation, pertaining to an activity or event of a limited

duration, which is to be used for a limited amount of time.

"V-type sign” means a sign structure which consists of multiple sign facings placed at angles to each other, oriented in

different directions and not exceeding ten feet apart at the nearest point to each other.
"Wall sign" means a sign attached to the wall or facade of a building or structure.

"Window sign" means a sign placed in or on a window and which collectively covers 50 percent or less of the window

glass surface area.

() General provisions.
(1) No sign shall be constructed, erected, repaired, replaced or otherwise physically altered without first
obtaining applicable development permits and building permits, unless otherwise specifically exempted, as
follows:

a. Unless otherwise provided herein, all persons seeking to construct, erect, repair, replace, or otherwise
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alter a sign shall first submit a development permit application (DPA) to the planning and community
development department and obtain approval.

b. Signs with a sign face exceeding 32 square feet in area, and/or signs greater than six feet in height
including supporting structures, roof signs and Projecting signs are required to obtain building permits in
addition to obtaining approval of the DPA. All such signs shall be constructed and maintained in
accordance with local and state building and electrical codes, as applicable. Stamped structural
engineering plans shall accompany sign permit applications for all signs greater than 50 square feet in
sign face area, and/or six feet in height including supporting structures, roof signs and Projecting signs
which extend six inches or greater from the wall of a building or structure.

¢. All wall and roof signs, regardless of their size, are required to obtain a DPA and building permit.

d. Approval or denial of any application under this section will be made within 14 days of the submittal of a
complete application, and such decision shall be based on whether the proposed sign complies with the
requirements of this section. To be deemed complete, the application must include at a minimum:

1. The applicant's name and address.

2. The contact person or agent for applicant to receive all communications pertaining to the DPA and
the sign and that person's address.
A description of the activities typically occurring on the site where the sign will be installed.

A description of any existing signs that will remain on the site.

Identification of the type of sign to be constructed or installed by the applicant.
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A site plan of the site demonstrating where the sign will be focated, including setbacks and if any
existing or proposed signs are located on the property, on the roof or wall of a building or structure

and the linear dimension(s) of the property.
7. Ascaled drawing or sketch of the proposed sign, including dimensions and square footage.
8. The application fee established by the board for each sign face.
9. Stamped structural engineering plans, where applicable under this section.

10. If the site identified as the location for the sign is not owned by the applicant, written permission of

the property owner on a form provided by the department of planning and community development.

e. If no decision is made within the 14 day time period from the submittal of a complete application, the

application will be deemed approved.

f. Inthe event that a sign permit is denied, the applicant may file an appeal in the manner provided in
section 3-23 of the Wakulla County Land Development Code.

g. Applications for a variance may be filed with the department of planning and community development in
the manner provided in_section 3-22 of the Wakulla County Land Development Code, along with a
proposed plan for the sign details.

h. Construction of the sign must commence within 180 days of the issuance of the permit; otherwise, the
permit will become invalid.

(2) No sign shall be constructed which resembles any official marker erected by a governmental entity or which
by reason of position, shape or color would conflict with the proper functioning of any official traffic control

device.

(3) All signs must be maintained in a condition which is safe and structurally sound. Painted areas and sign
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surfaces shall be kept in good condition. lllumination, if any, shall be maintained in safe and good working
order. Trash, rubbish, and debris shall be kept clear in front of, behind, underneath and around the base of
signs.

(4) Unless otherwise noted, setbacks for all signs shall be: (i) a minimum of 15 feet from the front and side-
corner property lines facing any roadway; or (ii) a minimum eight feet from side property lines on non-corner
lots.

(5) Inno case shall any sign or sign holder be located within, above, or in any manner extend into a public right-
of-way unless erected by a governmental entity, as provided for by law. Signs or sign holders shall not
interfere with traffic or pedestrian safety.

(6) Signs shall not be located within the sight distance triangle of any roadway intersection as described in
section 6-17 of the Land Development Code.

(7) Nosign shall be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of or obstructs an official traffic control
sign, device or signal. Flashing, intermittent or moving lights which interfere with traffic safety are prohibited.
Lighting shall be shielded or arranged such that no beams of light produce bright illumination of abutting
residential properties or create a nuisance, roadway glare or driver impairment.

(8) Electronic variable message signs providing information including, but not limited to, the time, date,
temperature, weather or other similar information are permitted, so long as such signs do not interfere with
traffic safety and do not resemble or simulate traffic control devices, signs or emergency service vehicles.

(9) No sign shall be permitted or erected which is prohibited under state or federal law or regulation. Where
other federal or state sign or outdoor advertising regulations are in effect and are more restrictive than the
provisions of this article, the more restrictive provisions shall prevail.

(10) itis not the intent of this section to regulate the copy, content, or viewpoint of a sign, nor is it the intent of
this section to afford greater protection to commercial speech than to noncommercial speech. Any sign
authorized by this section may contain noncommercial copy.

(11) No permit shall be issued without the written permission of the property owner of the site identified as the
location of the sign in the permit application. Such permission must be maintained throughout the course of
the existence of the permit or the permit shall be subject to revocation.

(d)} Permanent non-residential on-premise signs within the Crawfordville Area District, as defined by section 5-61(1).

The following restrictions shall apply:

(1) For currently occupied single occupancy buildings, one freestanding sign is permitted per street frontage. In
addition, any combination of wall signs and/or roof signs may be permitted so long as the aggregate sign face
area, including the area of a freestanding sign, does not exceed a maximum of 100 square feet per developed
site.

(2) For currently occupied multitenant buildings and multitenant parcels, one free standing sign is permitted per
street frontage, that shall not exceed a maximum of 150 square feet of sign face area. In addition, 32 square
feet of wall or roof sign face area per business is permitted.

(e) Permanent non-residential on-premise signs outside the Crawfordville Area District. The following restrictions
shall apply:

(1) For currently occupied single occupancy buildings, one freestanding sign is permitted per street frontage. In
addition, any combination of wall signs and/or roof signs may be permitted, so long as the aggregate sign

face area, including the area of a freestanding sign, does not exceed a maximum of 128 square feet per
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developed site.

(2) For currently occupied single occupancy buildings having frontage on two arterial roads, an arterial and
major collector, or two major collector roadways, any combination of wall signs and/or roof signs may be
permitted, so long as the aggregate sign face area, including the area of a freestanding sign, shall not exceed
192 square feet of sign face area per developed site.

(3) For currently occupied multitenant buildings and multitenant parcels, one freestanding sign is permitted per
street frontage that shall not exceed a maximum of 200 square feet of sign face area per developed site. In
addition, 32 square feet of wall or roof sign face per business is permitted.

(4) For currently occupied multitenant buildings having frontage on two arterial roads, an arterial and major
collector, or two major collector roadways, one freestanding sign is permitted per street frontage that shall
not exceed a maximum of 300 square feet of sign face area per developed site. in addition, 48 square feet of
wall or roof sign face per business is permitted.

On-premise signs, generally. The following provisions shall apply to the following types of permanent on-premise

signs:

(1) Freestanding signs. The height of a freestanding sign shall not exceed the maximum building height allowed
by the applicable zoning district regulations, for properties located outside of the Crawfordville Area District.
For properties located within the Crawfordville Area District, signs may not exceed 20 feet in height. Signage
designed to extend over covered pedestrian areas shall begin not less than ten feet from the finished surface
of the bottom of the sign to the surface of the pedestrian area. Signage designed for placement over
vehicular travel ways in the parking areas or which overhang uncovered sidewalks shall not be less than 16
feet from the finished surface at the bottom of the sign to the surface of travel way in question.

(2) Roof signs.

a. Only one on-premise, roof sign may be located on the roof of any building or structure per business. No
off-premise roof signs will be permitted.

b. The height of a roof sign shall not extend beyond three feet above the peak of the roof of the structure in
which the sign is located.

¢. All roof signs shall be set back a minimum of three feet from the edge of the roof on which it is located.

(3) Wall signs. The size and area of any wall signs shall be counted toward to the maximum aggregate total of
sign face area, with the exception of multitenant occupancy buildings, as provided for in_section 6-18(d)(2)
and (e)(2).

Permanent off-premise signs. Permanent off-premise signs may be permitted in the following zoning districts,

provided they comply with all requirements of this section and the Land Development Code: (i) all commercial

zoning districts; (i) all industrial zoning districts; and (iii} all areas within an approved planned unit development
designated for commercial or industrial use. Off-premise signs may not be located on properties which are
rezoned to anything other than commercial or industrial use.

(1) The maximum area for any one face of an off-premise sign shall not exceed 240 square feet in size. Maximum
square footage shall be calculated using the total area of the sign face, not including the support structure.
Back-to-back off-premise sign face shall not exceed 240 square foot per side.

(2) The maximum height of a permanent off-prémise sign, including the support structure, shall not exceed 35

feet above the ground or other surface from which it is constructed.
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Permanent off-premise signs shall maintain a minimum clearance of ten feet as measured from the base of the

structure to the bottom of the sign face.

No permanent off-premise sign shall be permitted within 2,500 feet from any other off-premise sign as

measured from the base of the sign along the same side of the street or highway.

No permanent off-premise sign shall be permitted along or visible from a highway or road being considered
by the Florida Department of Transportation for designation or currently designated as a scenic highway
regardless of the zoning district.

No permanent off-premise sign shall extend into the line of vision of any traffic control device from any point
in a moving traffic lane or within 660 feet of the signal. In addition, no permanent off-premise sign shall be
permitted at any location within 500 feet of any church, school, cemetery, public park, public reservation,
public playground, state or national forest or residential zoning district.

Only single-faced, back-to-back or v-type permanent off-premise signs shall be permitted. Double-faced signs
shall not be permitted unless they satisfy the definition of a back-to-back sign or V-type sign. Off-premise

signs shall not have more than two displays on each face.

Permanent off-premise signs shall not have blank, shredded or exceedingly faded faces for more than 30

consecutive days. Public service announcements are encouraged between sold advertising.

Where the location of two or more off-premise signs conflict under the requirements of this section, the sign
permitted first in time shall have priority over subsequent signs so long as it is in compliance with all

requirements of this section.

A permit for an off-premise sign is valid only for the location specified in the permit application. Valid permits
may be transferred from one sign owner to another upon written acknowledgement from the current

permittee and submission of a development permit application and transfer fee.

All permits for permanent off-premise signs expire annually on January 15, and the department of planning
and community development shall collect an annual permit renewal fee of $16.50 per sign face. The
department of planning and community development shall annually inspect each off-premise sign to ensure
compliance with the maintenance provisions of this section. Notice of the permit renewal fee shall be mailed
to each off-premise sign owner no later than December 15 each year. In the event the department of
planning and community development does not receive the permit renewal fee by January 15, the matter will

be forwarded to the division of code enforcement for further action.

a. The amount of the annual permit fee shall be adjusted in February of each year, based on the change in
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all urban consumers, U.S. city average for all items less food and
energy as published monthly by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Labor Statistics. The
change in the CPI can be expressed as the percentage change between the price index in effect as of each
December 31 as compared to the price index in effect as of December 31 of the prior year. Fees shall be
adjusted in 25-cent increments.

b. Off-premise signs and supporting structural members shall be maintained by the owner so as to not
become visibly faded, worn, chipped or peeled. Upon annual inspection, if the sign is determined to be in
poor visible condition, the owner must bring the sign into compliance prior to renewal of the permit to
avoid code enforcement action.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, bus stop signs shall be permitted by the

county pursuant to F.S. § 337.408, and Chapter 14-20, Florida Administrative Code, and shall meet all
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requirements of state law including standards for placement.

(h) Permanent signs in residential zoning districts.

(1) No more than one permanent sign may be located on residential use property and shall not exceed four and
one-half square feet per sign face and three feet in height. This provision is not intended to apply to property
which is the subject of a conditional use permit authorizing a non-residential use pursuant to_section 3-21 of
the Wakulla County Land Development Code.

(2) Signs at entrance of residential subdivision or community.

a. One sign may be permitted at the entrance of a residential subdivision or community which otherwise
complies with the provisions of this section. Signs at the entrance of a residential subdivision or
community shall not exceed ten feet in height, and an aggregate sign face area of 100 square feet in area,
within the Crawfordville Area District or 128 square feet in aggregate sign face area, outside the
Crawfordville Area District.

b. Signs at the entrance of a residential subdivision or community shall be located within designated sign
easements as indicated in recorded subdivision plats, common space areas maintained by the
subdivision's property owner's association or on private property with the written consent of the property
owner.,

(i) Temporary signs and portable signs.

(1) Temporary signs. In accordance with the provisions and requirements of this section, Temporary signs may
be installed or located on property without a permit so long as they do not interfere with or adversely affect
pedestrian or traffic safety for a period of up to 180 days or within 15 days of when the temporary sign
becomes obsolete, whichever occurs first.

a. Temporary signs in residential district. Temporary signs located on any residential use property and shall
not exceed four and one-half square feet in sign face area and/or three feet in height.

b. Temporary signs in non-residential district. No more than three temporary signs located on any non-
residential use property and shall not exceed 32 square feet in sign face area or six feet in height.

(2) Portable signs. A temporary sign permit must be obtained from the department prior to the placement of any
portable sign. Such permits shall not exceed 30 consecutive days. Only one portable sign may be authorized
per parcel of property. Portable signs must be removed for a minimum of 30 consecutive days before a new
permit may be issued. No portable sign shall be placed within any required building setback, landscape
buffer, or public right-of-way.

(). Non-conforming signs. A non-conforming sign which was lawfully in existence on the effective date of the
ordinance from which the particular provisions of this article rendering that sign no longer in conformity with this
article is derived may continue to exist, so long as it does not adversely affect the public health, safety, or
welfare, and otherwise remains lawful, provided:

(1) No additional structure shall be erected in connection with existing non-conforming signs unless otherwise
constructed in compliance with this section.

(2) Non-conforming signs shall not be enlarged or otherwise enhanced unless they are altered to be consistent
with the provisions of this section and other applicable Code provisions.

(3) No non-conforming sign, including the supporting structure, shall be restored or repaired in the event that it

is damaged more than 50 percent of the replacement value of the sign, including the supporting structure, at

the time of the proposed restoration or repair.
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A non-conforming sign that is altered so as to become a conforming sign shall not be permitted to revert to a

non-conforming sign.

The existence of a non-conforming sign shall not be the basis for obtaining a variance from other provisions

of this section for other surrounding signs.

Non-conforming signs erected prior to July 23, 1985 may be replaced if damaged or destroyed by more than
50 percent of the replacement value of the sign, including the supporting structure, subject to approval of the

board of county commissioners and the following conditions:

a. The replacement sign shall not exceed the original size and configuration of the destroyed sign, but shall
not exceed the maximum size limitations provided for in_section 6-18(d) or (e), whichever is applicable.

b. The replacement sign shall be erected at the same location as the destroyed sign.

c. The owner of the property on which the replacement sign is to be located shall grant permission for the
replacement.

d. The addition of enhancements, such as lighting and digital displays, shall not be permitted unless
previously included on the damaged sign.

e. The replacement sign shall not constitute a nuisance or safety hazard.

f. Requests for replacement shall be submitted to the planning and community development department
within six months of the date of damage or destruction.

g. The applicant shall have the burden of proving and demonstrating to the county that dates of erection
and destruction of the sign.

h. All requests for replacement shall be made by submitting a development permit application to the
planning and community development department as provided in subsection_6-18(c) of this Code. The
planning and community development shall immediately refer to the board of county commissioners all
complete applications made under this section and ensure that the application is promptly placed on the

board's agenda and that due notice of the public hearing is published under_section 3-2 of this Code.

(k) Prohibited signs. The following signs are prohibited within Wakulla County:
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(2)
3)
4)

(5)

Snipe signs.
Digital display billboards.
Signs that emit sound, vapor, smoke, odor, particles, or gaseous matter.

Signs which move or include components that swing, rotate, or revolve, or similar devices, excluding sign

holders and multiple-faced signs as defined.

Signs on county property or in the right-of-way, other than official signs, as defined by this section.

Exemptions. The following types of signs or sign-related activities do not require a permit provided that they

comply with all applicable requirements of this section:

Any change of sign copy or the repainting of any sign face.

Legal notices and other public notices and informational signs authorized or required by law.

Official signs, as defined in this section.

Holiday lights and decorations.

Flags displayed on a flag pole not exceeding the maximum building height in the applicable zoning district.

A"farm sign" as defined in F.S. § 604.50, which is erected, used, or maintained on a farm, as defined in F.S. §
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823.14, by the owner or lessee of the farm which relates solely to farm produce, merchandise, or services

sold, produced, manufactured, or furnished on the farm.
(7) Murals as defined by this section.
(8) Street address numerals as provided for by section 25.038(4).
(9) Signs in residential zoning districts.
Violation and enforcement.

(1) The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the department of planning and community development,
division of code enforcement and the division of building inspections. Prosecution of this section shall be the
responsibility of the Wakulla County Code Enforcement Board pursuant to F.S. ch. 162, and chapter 8 of the
Wakulila County Code of Ordinances.

(2) Allsigns are subject to inspection by the planning and community development department, division of code
enforcement and division of building inspections and shall be subject to all applicable provisions of chapter 8

of the Code of Ordinances, including those provisions pertaining to dangerous structures.

(3) Inthe event a violation of this section or chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances is determined to exist, the
department of planning and community development, division of code enforcement, or division of building
inspections shall ensure that both the owner of the sign and the owner of the underlying property, if not the
same, receive notice of the violation.

(4) Any sign located on county property or within the right-of-way in violation of section 6-18(k) shall be subject
to immediate removal and destruction without notice, by any code inspector, taw enforcement officer, or

other person or entity so designated by the county administrator.

Signs impacted by condemnation. On-premise and off-premise signs which must be removed or relocated due to
condemnation proceedings instituted by a governmental entity and which were lawfully in existence on or prior
to the effective date of the ordinance from which this subsection was derived may be replaced in accordance

with the provisions of this subsection.
(1) As used in this subsection:

a. "Original sign" means an on-premise or off-premise sign, except billboards, that must be removed or
relocated due to condemnation proceedings instituted by a governmental entity and which was lawfully

in existence on or prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which this subsection was derived.

b. "Replacement sign" means an on-premise or off-premise sign, except billboards, approved pursuant to

this subsection that replaces an original sign.

(2) All persons or entities desiring to install a replacement sign pursuant to this subsection shall first submit a
development permit application in compliance with_section 6-18(c). Applications for a replacement sign shall
be submitted to the planning and community development department within six months of the date on
which the original sign is displaced by condemnation.

(3) All replacement signs shall be located within the same parcel of land or an immediately adjacent parcel of

land as the original sign.

(4) An applicant for a replacement sign may install a replacement sign that does not exceed 120 percent of the
sign face area and height of the original sign, so long as such applicant first obtains approval of a
development permit application and otherwise complies with all applicable requirements contained in this

chapter.
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(Qrd. No. 2016-3, art. 2, 1-19-2016; Ord. No. 2017-13, art. 2, 6-18-2017; Ord. No. 2018-15, § 2, 5-21-2018; Ord. No. 2018-17
. 82,6-18-2018)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2016-3, art. 2, adopted Jan. 19, 2016, repealed the former § 6-18 and enacted a new section as set
out herein. The former § 6-18 pertained to similar subject matter and derived from Ord. No. 2013-16, § 2, adopted june 3,
2013; Ord. No. 2014-04, 8 1, adopted June 2, 2014; and Ord. No. 2014-08, art. 2, adopted July 14, 2014.
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